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The S i t e s  House, a Continental-form farmhouse near Broadway i s s e t n e a r  the base of a 
long ridge p a r a l l e l  t o  Linvi l le  Creek i n  the northern section of RocKingham County. The 

I two-story dwelling is b u i l t  of limestone coursed on the f ront  with corner quoins but l a i d  
i n  rubble fashion on the ends. It is s i t e d  so  t h a t  the  h i l l ' s  s lope f a l l s  diagonally from 
the south t o  the north corner, leaving the main entrance almost a ful l -s tory above grade 
and allowing for  a basement entrance a t  grade near the north f r o n t  corner. The present 
f ront  porch which was constructed i n  the l a t e  19th century, replaced an e a r l i e r ,  probably 
or iginal ,  full- length porch. The window frames and many of the 6/6 sash a re  or iginal ,  but 
the  entry has a Greek Revival f r o n t  door with four applied-mold panels on the ex ter ior  and 
f u l l  sheathing with long s t r a p  hinges on the in t e r io r .  The remnants of a 19th-century 
p las te r  rendering c l ing  t o  the  northeast gable end. The roof s t ruc ture  is  or ig ina l ,  bu t  the 
eaves were deepened l a t e  i n  the 19th century. A characterist icallysmall  cen t r a l  limestone 
chimney surmounts the whole. - In  the  l a t e  19th century, an undistinguished three-bay frame 
wing with a two-story gal lery was attachedto the  rear .  

The plan of the house is a r e l a t ive ly  simple one, bu t  it has been confused by the 
inser t ion of l a t e r  pa r t i t i ons .  The basement is one room, located under the  kuche o r  kitchen. 
The f i r s t  f loor  was or ig ina l ly  divided i n t o  two large rooms, the kuche a t  the north and a - 

or s t ib l i - -a  parlor--at the  south. Each had a f i rep lace  served by the cent ra l  chimney, 
and tlie s t a i r s  rose i n  the space i n  f ron t  of the chimney. Very ear ly  i n  the  house's history,  
a kammer or chamber was s e t  off  from the stube by a board p a r t i t i o n  which bisected the 
f i replace.  S t i l l  l a t e r ,  a small r ea r  room was s e t  off from the =e. The second-floor 
plan was the  same a s  the first, but  the chamber was, i n  the 20th-century, divided by 
board par t i t ions  i n t o  several  smaller rooms i n  the course of the house's use a s  a nursing 
home. Despite these a l t e r a t ions ,  a l l  of the or iginal  work remains in t ac t .  

The decoration of the  S i t e s  House is  very handsome and i n  an excel lent  s t a t e  of pre- 
servation. The kuche has large six-panel, raised-panel doors hung on long s t r ap  hinges, 
ra ised panels over the doors, and a pedestal chair  r a i l  encircling the  room. The f i replace,  
which has been reduced i n  s ize ,  i s  trimmed with a p la in  architrave frame with a heavily 
molded shelf .  The summer beam i s  exposed, but the jo i s t s ,  which l i k e  the summer have cyma 
moldings along t h e i r  leading edges, a r e  concealed by a l a t e r  p l a s t e r  cei l ing.  A f i n e  Six- 
panel door with diagonal i n t e r i o r  sheathing survives on the rear .  

The - stube has a cha i r  r a i l  l i k e  t h a t  i n  the former room, and its j o i s t s  and summer a r e  
decorated i n  the same manner. The f i replace,  which re ta ins  i ts  or ig ina l  segmental-headed 
opening, has a p l a in  archi t rave surround surmounted by a f r i eze  with two rectangular ra ised 
panels and a heavily molded unsupported shelf .  The dividing wall i s  made of v e r t i c a l  beaded 
boards, the t r ad i t i ona l  par t i t ion ing  material  i n  Germanic houses. This wall  is decorated 
with a ra ised panel over the  six-panel, raised-panel door and with pedestal chair  r a i l s  
similar t o  but not exactly l i k e  the or ig ina l  chair  r a i l i ng .  The second f loor  is decorated 
i n  a s imilar  manner t o  the f i r s t ,  but there  i s  no f i rep lace  i n  the chamber, and the  
kuche chamber f i rep lace  now has a p la in  Greek Revival mantel. 

The roo f s t ruc tu reo f  the S i t e s  House i s  unusual. I t  is  a var ia t ion  Of a principal- 
rafter-with-butt-purlin roof, but ra ther thanhaving pr incipal  r a f t e r s  a t  the ends t o  
support the termini of the pur l ins ,  the l a t t e r  a r e  s e t  i n t o  sockets i n  the stone gables. 
The purl ins  a r e  a l so  notable f o r  being t reated with cyma moldings l i k e  the j o i s t s  and 
summer beams below. 

(see Continuation Sheet #1) 
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S i t u a t e d  on a r i d g e  p a r a l l e l i n g  L i n v i l l e  Creek near  Broadway i n  Rockingham County i n  
an a r e a  heav i ly  s e t t l e d  by Swiss and German s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  century ,  t h e  S i t e s  House 
i s  an unusual ly e l a b o r a t e ,  excep t iona l ly  well-preserved specimen of t h e  l a r g e  c e n t r a l -  
chimney farmhouses brought t o  Vi rg in i a  by s e t t l e r s  of c e n t r a l  European o r i g i n s .  Once 
common i n  t h e  Valley of Virg in ia ,  only  a handful  of t h e s e  houses now remains. 

The house s t a n d s  on land  which by 1789 belonged t o  Johann (John) S i t e s  and which was 
i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  son C h r i s t i a n  S i t e s  i n  1798. The t r a d i t i o n a l  cons t ruc t ion  d a t e  of 1801 
f o r  t h e  house seems l i k e l y .  The house thus  s t a n d s  a s  a very  l a t e  example of a house type 
which apparent ly  ceased t o  be b u i l t  i n  Vi rg in i a  by around 1820. It i s  of f u r t h e r  i n t e r e s t  
t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  two-room p lan  was a l t e r e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  house's ex i s t ence  t o  t h e  more common 
three-room model and s t i l l  l a t e r  t o  a four-room arrangement found o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  such 
l a r g e  German houses a s  F o r t  Egypt i n  Page County. 

Af ter  t h e  dea th  of C h r i s t i a n  S i t e s ,  "a l u n a t i c  i n  Rockingham County" i n  1828, two of 
h i s  e i g h t  ch i ld ren ,  John and George, i n h e r i t e d  "The Old Place." I n  1839 by agreement wi th  
h i s  cohe i r s ,  George S i t e s  became s o l e  owner of t h e  proper ty .  He s o l d  i t  t o  William S i t e s  
i n  1869, and t h e  l a t t e r  conveyed t h e  proper ty  t o  David B. Kl ine  i n  1870. During t h e  per iod  
of S i t e s  ownership, t h e  proper ty  s i z e  and bu i ld ing  valuation--about $500--remained s t a b l e ,  
except f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of barns i n  1838 and 1852. One of  t hese  may have been t h e  r e c e n t l y  
demolished barn  southwest of t h e  house, but  s i n c e  most of t h e  l a r g e  ba rns  i n  t h e  a r e a  were 
destroyed during t h e  C i v i l  War, i t  seems more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  was a l a t e  19th-century 
s t r u c t u r e  e rec t ed  by t h e  Kl ines ,  who were a l s o  r e spons ib le  f o r  adding t h e  frame e l l .  

The S i t e s  House remained Kl ine  proper ty  f o r  106 yea r s .  It served l a s t  a s  a nurs ing  hams 
but has  been vacant  s i n c e  1961. I n  1976 i t  was purchased by Carl  G. and Nancy N. Hoover, whl 
plan t o  renovate i t .  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

No e a r l y  outbui ld ings  survive  with t h e  house, b u t  t h e r e  is a small  frame shed s e t  
j u s t  o f f  t h e  southern corner of t h e  bui ld ing.  

RECEIVED 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED 

The r e g i s t e r  bounds have been drawn t o  include t h e  present  fenced-in yard  and t h e  
s i t e s  of t h e  now-demolished f i r s t  and second springhouses i n  t h e  f r o n t  yard,  a s  wel l  a s  
t h e  s i t e  of a demolished bank barn of  indeterminate d a t e  which stood southwest o f  t h e  
house. 
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